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RAPTOR Inc.  has a measurable impact on local wildlife every year, but a 1997 rescue highlights just how far
that impact can reach and demonstrates the lasting value of our rehabilitation efforts. See the story on page 3.
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SOARING HIGHER, STILL
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After 25 wonderful years volunteering in many
roles at RAPTOR Inc., I have officially retired.
I’m stepping back from daily responsibilities
but will continue volunteering whenever
needed. It’s been an honor and privilege to
serve this incredible organization that
inspires raptor conservation.

You know the famous quote, “Choose a job
you love, and you will never have to work a
day in your life.” From my early days
volunteering on Saturdays cleaning the
mews, to becoming RAPTOR Inc.’s first
Executive Director, and later Director of Avian
Operations, I’ve had the pleasure of working
alongside passionate staff and volunteers
who freely give their time for the love of the
birds and the mission. I’ve truly loved my time
here, but I’m ready for the next chapter—no
alarm clock for me!

My 33 years working in a hospital, surviving
inspections, writing procedures,
implementing new protocols, and training
staff, gave me valuable experience. Still,
RAPTOR Inc. challenged me to learn even
more, and I’m so grateful for the coaching
and patience I received. As an introvert, giving
educational presentations was initially
daunting, but seeing guests’ smiles while
meeting the birds reminded me of the power
and purpose of raptor education.

I view rehabilitation differently now than when
I began. It’s not just about healing a bird. It’s
also about the caring people who find it, and
everyone in the organization who follows its
recovery. By the time a bird is admitted, it may
already be a social media “celebrity,” and as it 
heals, it becomes a “miracle bird” to us all. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported me
over the past 25 years and helped make
RAPTOR Inc. the best raptor rehabilitation
facility in southern Ohio. I look forward to
watching the continued growth of this
amazing organization I’ve been so fortunate
to serve.

Cindy Alverson
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SECOND CHANCES 
One of my favorite nature-related stories
tells of a large storm that hit a beach area.
Strolling there afterwards, a man saw that
thousands of starfish had been washed up
during the storm and were now stranded on
the sand. Up ahead, a young boy was
picking up individual starfish and throwing
them back into the ocean.

By Jim Rahtz, RAPTOR Volunteer Shaking his head, the man said, “You’re
wasting your time. There are too many, and
you can’t possibly make a difference.”

The boy smiled, picked up another starfish,
heaved it out into the sea, and replied, “It
made a difference to that one.”
 
The old man and the boy spent the rest of
the afternoon tossing starfish back into the
water.

Here at RAPTOR, Inc., we are able to make a
huge difference for birds of prey in the
tristate area. In 2025, volunteers and staff
answered the call for 365 birds, with 64% of
the treated birds released back into the wild.
That’s a great success story in and of
itself, but some of these birds have
extraordinary individual tales to tell. 

Most birds that RAPTOR works with have an
identification band placed on a leg before
their release back into nature. If later
recovered, these bands can reveal insights
into the lives of these winged wonders. 

In October, 1996, RAPTOR volunteer Jeff
Hays picked up a red-tailed hawk with a
broken wing from Sycamore High School in
Cincinnati. With such a severe injury, this
bird (band #1387-18838) spent the entire
winter being rehabilitated. Still, it was ready
for release the following March. Once again
in the wild, the hawk used its repaired wing
to fly all the way to Michigan, where it lived
another four years. 
 
 Continued on Page 11.
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A mother great horned owl keeps a watchful eye over her surroundings
while protecting her sleeping puff ball of an owlet.  Unlikely as it is, it’s
not hard to imagine this 2021 photo by Jordan West could be #608-67162
and one of her young.



86 / 24%
Great horned owl
Red-shouldered hawk
Cooper's hawk
Barred owl
Eastern screech owl
American kestrel
Turkey vulture
Black vulture
Bald eagle
Broad-winged hawk
Peregrine falcon
Common nighthawk
Osprey
Sharp-shinned hawk
Short-eared owl
Snowy owl

Red-tailed hawk
60 / 16%
54 / 15%
45 / 12%
36 / 10%
26 / 7%
24 /  7%
14 / 4%
7 / 2%
4 / 1%
2 / 1%
1 / 0%
1 / 0%
1 / 0%
1 / 0%
1 / 0%
1 / 0%

Species # / %
2025 ADMISSIONS

Rehab
40.1%

Education
29.2%

G&A
19.2%

Fundraising
11.4%

Revenues

Gifts
37.4%

Other
37.1%

Programs
11.2%

Members
5.3%

4.7% 4.4%

AMAZON WISH LIST

paper towels

Just scan the QR code to access our Amazon Wish List.  Everything you order for us will be delivered
to RAPTOR Inc. Need other ideas? You can be sure we always need - 

old newspapers nitrile gloves (m)

Expenses
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Grants & Corp support

THE STORY OF OUR IMPACT
2025 BY THE NUMBERS

Fundraising



The colors of these pages are inspired by the American kestrel.

1978 The year RAPTOR Inc. is incorporated, as a nonprofit. Our
origin dates to a group of passionate birders in the early ‘70s.

Youth under 18 attending RAPTOR Inc.
conservation education programs in 2025. 10,028

Active RAPTOR Inc. volunteers in 2025.128
The percent of RAPTOR’s treated

birds released back into nature in 2025. 64%
33% - 40% The average U.S. release rate for raptors reported at

rehabilitation facilities across the US.

The number of orphaned, sick, and injured raptors
admitted to the RAPTOR Hospital ICU in 2025. 365

The number of active RAPTOR Inc. members as of
December 31, 2025.419

Counties in OH and KY that
RAPTOR Inc. admitted birds from in 2025. 33

Greater Cincinnati adults attending RAPTOR Inc.
conservation education programs in 2025.8,443

6,409Total service hours of RAPTOR Inc.’s
128 Volunteers in 2025.

Orphaned, injured, and sick raptors admitted to the
RAPTOR Hospital ICU, 2001-2025.6,543

17 & 24Raptor species admitted to the RAPTOR Hospital
ICU in 2025 and total 2021-2025, respectively.

THE STORY OF OUR IMPACT
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A Naturalist’s Notes
By Jordan West

(1) A barred owl peeks out from its towering beech
condo. (2) A gorgeous arctic visitor has taken a liking to
perching and hunting within the woodlands on this
afternoon. (3) An adult male red morph Eastern
screech owl wakes up to the warmth of the morning
sun in one of the most perfectly snug cavities
imaginable. (4) A barred owl emerges at dusk to hunt.
The owl, using its extremely dialed sense of hearing,
eventually located a vole beneath the surface of the
snow. (5) A great horned owl awakes to a face full of
fresh powdery snowfall dropping down from the
weighted pine needles. This was a beautiful scene on a
-6° morning, and I’m still feeling the effects, but
experiences like this make enduring the bitter cold
worth it. Page 6  |  2026 #1
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A Naturalist’s Notes
By Jordan West

Sax-Zim Bog, MN: Above, a great grey owl
takes the plunge. This iconic and
mysterious bird awoke, slipped from its
roost, and began its silent hunt as the bright
winter sun faded behind gathering clouds.
Who isn’t impressed by every encounter
with this remarkable species? Each sighting
leaves a lasting impression.

On the left, the owl’s size and piercing eyes
command attention. This one had been
preening its talons from a lichen-covered
perch before gliding off to hunt.
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MEET SHANNON FRANTZ
RAPTOR Inc. is excited to welcome Shannon
Frantz as our new Director of Rehabilitation.
Shannon joined us in October 2025 and has
worked side-by-side with Cindy Alverson
through Cindy’s January 31st retirement.
Shannon has 13 years of experience in
veterinary medicine, including emergency,
specialty surgery, and urgent care. She brings
deep clinical experience and a calm, capable
presence as we approach baby season.
Welcome, Shannon.

Shannon came to RAPTOR Inc with
experience triaging critical patients, running
lab work, administering fluids, managing
wound and bandage care, and assisting in
other advanced procedures, including CPR
and stabilization of unstable animals.
Shannon has coordinated a surgeon’s service
at a regional specialty veterinary hospital,
tracking inpatients, writing treatment plans,
guiding families through medical and
financial decisions, and mentoring veterinary
support staff.

She has extensive experiences across a
wide range of animals, small and large, with
duties that at one time extended to 
managing the daily care and medical
treatments for more than 30 horses.

Those duties sharpened her instincts and
decision-making, which clearly prepared
her well for working with eagles, hawks,
owls, and vultures.

While raptors are a new chapter for
Shannon, her years of experience proved to
be a great training ground in anticipation for
becoming our Director of Rehabilitation.
She’s committed to continued avian and
wildlife rehabilitation training and is eager
to grow in this field.

 Her blend of technical skill, leadership,
and compassion will strengthen RAPTOR
Inc.’s ability to care for every injured bird
that comes through our doors.Page 8  | 2026 #1

Shannon rescuing a bald eagle at East Fork State Park on January
1, 2026, the first bird admitted in 2026.

Shannon with turkey vulture ambassador, Orion.



Peregrine Falcon - $500-$999
Marvin Appel
David Barkalow
Michael Barker
Frederick & Kathryn Bingham
Charlotte Brooks
Ronald Butler
Joanne Earls
Anita Freeman
William Garnett
Tracey Hochberg
Terry & John Kropp
Clayton Liming
Andrew MacAoidh Jergens
Kathy & Bob Myers
Linda Pfeffer
Gary & Mary Singer
Sherri Smith
Mark Sweeney
Susan Terlau
Andrew Trout
Guy Wolf
Carla Zack

Bald Eagle - $10,000 or more
Cincinnati Zoo
Robert Schiff, Jr

Osprey - $1,000-$9,999
Wendy Beck
Marilyn Edwards
Kari and David Ellis, III
Tracy and Martin Hayden
Richard & Nancy Haynes
Laurie Johnston
Robert A. & Marian K. Kennedy
      Charitable Trust
Robert Knox
Kathleen Laufman
Philip Lawrence
Brad & Marsha Lindner
John & Jo Miller
Kim Nemeth
Charles Scott Riley III
      Foundation
SEC Charitable Corporation
Irwin & Melinda Simon
Robert E. Smith
Zan Smith
Andy Stevenson
Steve Wesselkamper

GIFTS
IN HONOR OF ...

JEANNE MENKE
from Edward Balogh

CINDY ALVERSON
from Dayle Deardurff 
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LEE HARDY from Michael Hardy

PENNY ALDRIDGE from Gay Bullock

IN MEMORY OF ...

These supporters sustained RAPTOR Inc.’s mission with generous gifts in the fourth quarter of 2025.



Sustaining Gifts $5 - $499 (cont.)
Lisa Grelan
Sylvia Hadley
Michael Hardy
Margaret Hayden
Doug Hays
Brittany Hedberg
Maggie Heran
Rolf Hetico
Louise Hicks
William & Sara Hinckley
Robert M Huth
Donna Johnson
Arlene Johnston
Deborah Kaylor
Karen Keiter
Chris Kelling
Teresa Kifer
Cynthia Kirchmer
Jeffrey Kirssin
John Kramer
Alex Kuhl
Nicole Kuhl
Lynn Labs
Robert Lacker
Kathleen Lawler
Debbie Lentz
Kylie Lipa
Cheryl Lucas
Melody Lunney
Pam Malanchuk
Jennifer Manoukian
Alice McCaleb
Cindy McFerran
Rob McMullen
Cheryl McNamara
Joe McSwiggin
Jiries Meehanatrash
James Meinberg
Jeanne Menke
Katherine Mergl
Mary Pat Michaels
Barbara Mirlenbrink-Beaver
Donna Morsbach
John Morton
Sue Motz
Bailey Mulhern
Melinda & Donald Nau
Catherine Neal
Joseph Nunner
Cathy O'Brien
Dana Ogden
Steve Olden
Alexa Oliver
Michael Owens
Allison Payne
Jack Pearson
Roger Pennington
Steffanie Pennington

Sustaining Gifts $5 - $499 (cont.)
Paige Pennington
Emily Pheanis
Gayle Pille
Angie Piposar
Karen Puckett
Harry Puthoff
Dave & Janet Quilligan
Gary Rapien
Mary Jo Rickling
Ben Rinsky
Laura Risher
Samantha Riveron
Tim Roggenkamp
Angie Rohde
Joyce Romer
Shirley Rosenzweig
Barbara & Victor Roth
Donna & Dan Rouster
Jeff Ruhlman
Jade Sams
Carol Scallan
Kendra Schroer
Linda Seiter
Candace Sellers
Gary L. Skibinski
Madison Smith
Russell Speiller
Katy Staskavich
Serena Stephenson
L-A Stopa
Amy & Leland Story
Susan Strating
Cynthia Tait
Chris Thomas
James L. Thompson
Rick Turner
David Uible
Allan Van de Wall
Ben Von Handorf
Stephen & Donna Wagner
Lindsey Walters
Wayne Wauligman
John Weber
Patricia & Kirk Weber
Julie Webster
Jason Wells
Dorinda Whitsett
Peggy Wiggs
Emily Williams
Lisa Williams
Lisa Willis
Philomena Wirth
Darcy Zimmer

In-Kind
Marc Alverson
Tracy Hayden
Robert & Wendy Leach

Sustaining Gifts $5-$499
Catherine Adams
Nancee Albright
Anderson Retirement
       Community
Anonymous
Nancy & Bruce Axmacher
David Axt & Susan
Wilkinson
Rosemarie Ayers
Linda Badovick
Steven & Ashley Bailey
Edward Balogh
Chris Batty
Amira Beer
Leslie & Daniel Begin
Judith Berger
Beth Bergfeld
Steven & Ann Babonick
Jerry & Jennifer Boeckman
Kevin Bollmer
Bonnie Borisch
Robert Bowling
Steve Brinker
Allison Buelterman
Gay Bullock
Linda Cajka
Kathy Caminiti
Vicki Casto
James & Susan Herman
 Charitable Fund
Courtney Clark-Rankin
Cathy Cole
Richard Conner
Amanda Coughlin
Steve Curley
Peggy & Stephen Davish
Dayle Deardurff
Courtney D'Enbeau
Marcus Distasio
John Doellman
Karen Drosick
Cheryl & Bob Dykstra
Maria Eckhoff
Cynthia Edelbrock
Laura Ellis
Valerie Ervin
Russ Faber
Andrea Farmer
Ellen Foley
Richard French
John Gagliardi
Sally Gehlert
Joan Gilmore
Susan Goodwin

GIFTS
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These supporters sustained RAPTOR Inc.’s mission with generous gifts in the fourth quarter of 2025.



COMING PUBLIC
APPEARANCES
RAPTOR Inc. travels
throughout our region
offering free public
conservation education
events with live raptors.
Scan the QR code on the
right for a list of
upcoming events.
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ENJOY A FREE
RAPTOR INC.
OPEN HOUSE

ON MARCH 29
1 PM - 4 PM

Second Chances, cont. from Page 3

Even more amazing is the great horned owl
with band #608-67162. This bird was found in
April, 1997, in Fairfield, Ohio, tangled in
string. Coincidentally enough, Jeff Hays also
responded to this call. Freed from the
entanglement, the owl, which was at least
one year old at the time, made the most of
this second chance. The band was not
recovered until the owl was brought to a
veterinarian last April. This owl had lived at
least 29 years in the wild, the longest known
lifespan of any great horned owl outside of
captivity. This owl was a homebody as well; it
was found less than ½ mile from where Jeff
had released it all those years ago.

Your providing that owl with an extra 28 years
of survival is impressive enough, but that’s
not even the whole story. In a long-term
study of great horned owls in the Greater
Cincinnati area, it was determined that the
average successful nest produces 1.7 chicks
per year. Based on that study, there’s a good
chance that this owl had a hand in raising
over 40 owlets -- all to the benefit of our local
environment. I’d also like to think that this
wise old owl passed along lessons learned
from its long experience to help its young
survive, (and to stay away from string). 
That’s just two of the thousands of birds that
RAPTOR staff and volunteers have allowed to
reach their full potential. Imagine the
amazing stories they could tell (and
sometimes do).

Our Board
Mark Moore, President
Marc Alverson, Vice President
Alice McCaleb, Secretary
Robert Smith, Treasurer
Rosemarie Ayers
Dan Begin
Bob Dahlhausen, DVM
Jeff Hays
Joe Lucas

Our Veterinarians
Bob Dahlhausen, DVM
D.J. Haeussler, DVM
J. Peter Hill, DVM
Vanessa Kuonen Cavens, DVM
Paul Levitas, DVM
Ann Manharth, DVM

Our Staff
Shannon Frantz
Michelle Rahtz
Will Schaust
Steve Wesselkamper

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dj-haeussler-jr-67230b39/


Sponsor a Banded Raptor
Since the fall of 1994, RAPTOR Inc. has been banding birds released back into the wild. Each tiny band is a
symbol of recovery and a new beginning, and every return offers clues to the our rehabilitation work and the
resilience of the birds we return to nature. Through our Sponsor a Banded Raptor program, you can join that
story. Sponsors receive a personalized certificate with the bird’s unique band details (sent to the US Geological
Survey’s Bird Banding Lab) and a Fact Sheet that reveals what makes the species remarkable.

           Yes, I would like to sponsor the banded raptor species indicated below, and you will contact me to arrange an
alternative if the selection(s) is (are) not available. My $250 payment (check or card information) is enclosed.

           American kestrel           Barred owl           Cooper’s hawk           Eastern screech owl

           Great horned owl           Red-shouldered hawk           Red-tailed hawk

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Card #ExpCVV

RAPTOR Inc.
961 Barg Salt Run Road
Milford, OH 45150


